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DETAILED ACTION 
Prosecution History Summary 

Claims 1-20 are pending in the application. 
Claims 1, 6, 8, 15, and 19 have been amended. 



Response to Amendment 

Applicant's amendment to claim 19 has been acknowledged and the objection 
withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-20 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-2, 8-11, 13, and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Brunson (US 2001/0034664). 

Regarding claim 8, Brunson teaches: 

providing a computer network (see at least: abstract, Fig. 1); 

providing a database connected to the computer network wherein the database 
stores merchant information associated with the merchant and further wherein the 
merchant information has the location of the merchant within the multi-dealer retail 
establishment {see at least: abstract, 0007, 0029, 0038, Fig. 1, 3-11); 

inputting a product list of the merchant into the merchant information in the 
database wherein the product list has item information associated with items offered for 
sale by the merchant (see at least: abstract, 0007, 0029, 0038); The Examiner notes 
that the product server database contains information on products available from 
various retailer (i.e. a list of products available at the different retailers); 

providing a terminal in the multi-dealer retail establishment wherein the terminal 
access the database for displaying the merchant information of the merchant in the 
database via a computer network wherein the terminal is only accessible at the mult'h 
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dealer retail establishment (see at least: abstract, 0007, 0027, Fig. 1, 10-11); The 
Examiner notes that the kiosk may be located in many venues such as a shopping mall 
(i.e. multi dealer establishment) wherein the kiosk is only accessible in that venue (e.g. 
the user may only access the shopping mall kiosk while in the shopping mall). 

searching the product list in the merchant information based on item information 
associated with the item (see at least: abstract). 

determining the location of the merchant in the multi-dealer retail establishment 
based on the product list wherein the terminal displays the location of the item in the 
multi-retail establishment based on the merchant information (see at least: abstract, 
0007, 0035, 0038, Fig. 10-12). The Examiner notes that, based on the input criteria 
such as a specific product, the system determines a retailer (i.e. a merchant location in 
the shopping^mall) for that specific product. Additionally, the interfaces used display the 
results (i.e. product location for a product location search) on display 130 of Figure 1. 

Regarding claims 9-11, Brunson teaches: 

(9) wherein the computer network is the internet (see at least: 0030); 

(10) wherein the first access to the database is wireless (see at least: 0031); 

(11) providing a remote server and storing the database on the remote server 
(see at least: Fig. 1). 

Regarding claim 13, Brunson teaches wherein the first access is from a remote 
computer terminal with respect to the database (see at least: abstract, Fig. 1). 
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Regarding claim 18, Brunson teaches wherein the item information includes 
geographic information associated with the item for sale by the merchant (see at least: 
abstract, ). The Examiner notes that returning a product location from the database 
constitutes returning geographic information on the product. 

Regarding claims 1 and 2, the limitations set forth in claims 1 and 2 closely 
parallel the limitations of claims 8 and 9. Claims 1 and 2 are thereby rejected under the 
same rationale. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3-5, 7 12, 14-15, 17, and 19-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Brunson in view of Pugliese III et al (US 2001/0044751, 
herein referred to as Pugliese). 

Regarding claims 3 and 15, Brunson teaches all of the above and further 
teaches a remote server wherein the database is contained on the remote server (see 
at least: Fig. 1). Brunson, however, does not expressly teach a website providing 
access to the database. Pugliese teaches a shopper system for accessing merchant 
information via various portals such as a mall or in-store kiosk (see at least: abstract). ■ 
Pugliese further teaches a website for providing access to the database (see at least: 
0099, 0249). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
invention to have modified the invention of Brunson to have included providing a second 
access to the database for modifying the merchant information in the database via the 
computer network as taught by Pugliese in order to provide a system that supports 
existing merchants and malls to better serve customer by providing easy access to 
merchandise and sales assistance (see at least: Pugliese, abstract). 
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Regarding claims 4 and 12, Brunson teaches all of the above but does not 
expressly teach providing a second access to the database for modifying the merchant 
information in the database via the computer network. Pugliese teaches a shopper 
system for accessing merchant information via various portals such as a mall or in-store 
kiosk (see at least: abstract). Pugliese further teaches providing a second access to the 
database for modifying the merchant information in the database via the computer 
network (see at least: 0332, 0334-0335, 0341). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to have modified the invention of Brunson 
to have included providing a second access to the database for modifying the merchant 
information in the database via the computer network as taught by Pugliese in order to 
provide a system that supports existing merchants and malls to better serve customer 
by providing easy access to merchandise and sales assistance (see at least: Pugliese, 
abstract). 

Regarding claims 5 and 14, Brunson teaches all of the above as noted but does 
not expressly teach providing a password for accessing the merchant information in the 
database via the computer system. Pugliese teaches providing a password for 
accessing the merchant information in the database via the computer system (see at 
least: 0332, 0334-0335, 0341). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention to have modified the invention of Brunson to have included 
providing a password for accessing the merchant information in the database via the 
computer system as taught by Pugliese in order to provide a system that supports 
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existing merchants and malls to better serve customer by providing easy access to 
merchandise and sales assistance (see at least: Pugliese, abstract). 

Regarding claims 7 and 17, Brunson teaches all of the above and further 
teaches uploading images in real-time to shoppers (see at least: Fig. 11). Brunson, 
however, does not expressly teach downloading an image into the item information of 
the item in the database via the computer network wherein the image is associated with 
the item. Pugliese teaches downloading an image into the item information of the item in 
the database via the computer network wherein the image is associated with the item 
(see at least: 0039, 0125, 0150, 0271, Fig. 15). It would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to have modified the invention of Brunson 
to have included downloading an image into the item information of the item in the 
database via the computer network wherein the image is associated with the item as 
taught by Pugliese in order to provide a system that supports existing merchants and 
malls to better serve customer by providing easy access to merchandise and sales 
assistance (see at least: Pugliese, abstract). 

Regarding claim 19, Brunson teaches all of the above and further teaches a 
user inputting information and performing a search based on the information (see at 
least: abstract). Brunson however does not expressly show inputting user information 
into the database via the computer system wherein the information is associated with 
the user and searching the product list in the merchant information based on the user 
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information. Pugliese teaches inputting user information into the database via the 
computer system wherein the information is associated with the user and searching the 
product list in the merchant information based on the user information (see at least: 
0086, 01 17, 0143, 0177-0179). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of invention to have modified the invention of Brunson to have included 
inputting user information into the database via the computer system wherein the 
information is associated with the user and searching the product list in the merchant 
information based on the user information as taught by Pugliese in order to provide a 
system that supports existing merchants and malls to better serve customer by 
providing easy access to merchandise and sales assistance (see at least: Pugliese, 
abstract). 

Regarding claim 20, Brunson teaches all of the above and further teaches 
accessing product availability information (see at least: abstract). Brunson, however, 
does not expressly show inputting inventory of the merchant into the database via the 
computer system wherein the inventory is associated with the product list of the 
merchant and further wherein the inventory includes the item for sale and modifying the 
inventory of the merchant via the computer system. Pugliese teaches inputting inventory 
of the merchant into the database via the computer system wherein the inventory is 
associated with the product list of the merchant and further wherein the inventory 
includes the item for sale and modifying the inventory of the merchant via the computer 
system (see at least: 0099, 0126, 0140). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
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skill in the art at the time of invention to have modified the invention of Brunson to have 
included inputting inventory of the merchant into the database via the computer system 
wherein the inventory is associated with the product list of the merchant and further 
wherein the inventory includes the item for sale and modifying the inventory of the 
merchant via the computer system as taught by Pugliese in order to provide a system 
that supports existing merchants and malls to better serve customer by providing easy 
access to merchandise and sales assistance (see at least: Pugliese, abstract). 

5. Claims 6 and 16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Brunson in view of PTO 892 reference u (herein referred to as 892u). 

Regarding claims 6 and 16, Brunson teaches all of the above as noted and 
further teaches locating a product (see at least: abstract). Brunson, however, does not 
expressly teach displaying an electronic map wherein the location of the merchant 
associated with the item information is displayed on the electronic map. 892u teaches 
displaying an electronic map wherein the location of the merchant associated with the 
item information is displayed on the electronic map (see at least: Page 1). It would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to have modified the invention of Brunson 
to have included displaying an electronic map wherein the location of the merchant 
associated with the item information is displayed on the electronic map as taught by 
892u in order to provide an easy, interactive means for displaying an animated map 
directing a customer to a particular store (see at least: 892u, Page 1). 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US 4,982,346 discloses a mall promotion network apparatus and method 

• 892v discloses displaying a map in a mall with the location of a merchant and 
item 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to William J. Allen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
1443. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00 AM to 5:30 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Smith can be reached on (571) 272-6763. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



William J. Allen 
Patent Examiner 
May 11, 2006 




